THE LATTER-DAP SAINTS’ 
MILLENNIAL STAR, 


EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY P. P, PRATT AND T. WARD, 


36, CHAPEL STREET, LIVERPOOL. 


2425 


aif 


43 


THE WORD OF 


No. 6. 


We hada 
and salu 
to a 
by p 


| 


not hurt nor destroy; that the know- 
ledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, 
as the waters cover the sea ”—that man’s 


days shall be as “the days of a tree,” 
that he shall again live one thousand 
years on the . This is the “ time of 


the restoration of all things,” and this 
has got to be brought about by the wis- 
dom and power of God, and the wisdom, 
obedience, and faith of man combined. 
Every thing has become degenerated 
from what it was in its primitive state. 
* God made man pure, but he has found 
out many inventions”; his vices have 
become innumberable, and his diseases 
multiplied ; his taste has become vitiated, 
and his j ent impaired; he has 
fallen, fallen, fallen from that dignified 
state that he once occupied on the earth, 
and it needs a restorative that man has 
not in his possession—wisdom which is 
beyond the reach of human intellect— 
and power which human eT ta- 
lent, and ingenuity cannot control. God 
only is acquainted with the fountain of 
action, and the main springs of human 
events; he knows where disease is seated, 
and what is the cause of it; he is also 
ited with the spring of health, 
the balm of Gilead, of life; he knows 
what course to pursue to restore man- 
kind to their pristine excellency, and 
primitive vi ‘and health; and he has 
oo e word of wisdom as one of 
e engines to bring about this thing, to 
remove the beastly ites, the mur- 
derous disposition and the vitiated taste 
of man; to restore his hes 
ur, promote ween him an 
end, as one of the 
little wheels in God’s —_—— to to 
| the great machin ich 
shall eventually revolutionize the earth, 
and bring about the restoration of all 
. ; and when they are restored he 
will plant “ the tree of life, whose leaves 
shall be for the healing of the nations.” 
The Lord has told us what is good for 
us to eat and to drink, and what is per- 
nigious; but some of our wise philoso- 
phers, and some of our elders too, pay 
no regard to it; they think it too little, 
too foolish for wise men to regard. Fools! 
Where is their wisdom, philosophy, and 
intelligence? from whence did they ob- 
tain their superior light? Their capacity 
and their power of reasoning was given 
them by the Jehovah ; if they have 
any wisdom they obtained it from him. 


what my family practices ; they 
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And havethey grown so much wiser than 
God that they are going to instruct him 
in the path of duty, and to tell him what 
is wise and what is foolish? They think 
it too small for him to condescend to tell 
men what will be nutricious or what will 
be unhealthy. Who made the corn, the 
wheat, the rye, and all the vegetable 
substances? and who was it that organ- 
ized man, and constituted him as he his 
found ? who made a stomach, and his 
digestive o an proper 
nutriment for his juices 
of his body might be supplied, and his 
form be invigorated by that kind of food 
which the laws of nature, and the laws 
of God have said would be for man? 
And has God made his food, and 

vided it for the usé of man, and shall he 
be ashamed to of the work of his 
hands; has he become so fantastical, so 
foolish, so weak and effeminate, that it 
has become impolitic far him to tell 
what is the best distribution to make of 
the work of his hands? Oh, shame! let 
itnot be heard among the Saints ; let that 
man who inculcates such principles hide 
his face. We are told by some, that cir- 
cumstances alter the revelations of God. 
Tell me what circumstances would alter 
the ten commandments? they were given 
by revelation—given as a law to the chil- 
dren of Israel ? o has a right to alter 
that law? Some think that they are too 
small for us to notice: they are not too 
small for God to notice; and have we 
got so high, so bloated out, that we can- 
not condescend to notice things that God 
has ordained for our benefit? or have we 
got so weak that we are not fit to be 
called Saints? for the word of wisdom is 
adapted to the ity of all that “are 
or can be called Saints.” Listen not to 
the teaching of any mian, or any elder 
who says the word of wisdom is of no 


“moment; for such a man will eventually 


be overthrown. These are principles 
that I have always acted upon—that I 
have always practised; and they are 
are what 
brother Hyrum has always contended 


for, ‘and what I now contend for; and I 


know that nothing but an unwavering, 
undeviating course can save a man in 
om of God. , 
Lord has told us that “stro 
drinks are not good ;” who is it that wi 
say they are, when the Lord says they 
are not? That man who says, “I can 
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daughters of Jesus will be beautiful, and 
her sons the joy of the whole earth; we 
shall ourselves for the 
of the kingdom 
for the in his glory; 
“out of Zion, the pérfection of beauty,” 
God will shine, Zion will be exalted, and 
become the praise of the whole earth. 
Thus e the man of God, fired 
with heavenly, holy zeal for the welfare 
of the Saints of the Most High who were 
assembled around him, in breathless 
silence listening to the gracious words 
that fell from his lips, which we feel 
ourselves utterly incapable of doing jus- 
tice to in this brief sketch; and can only 
say that, with boldness and firmness he 


iated freely and fully upon those © 


iples, opposing vice and error in its 
aa forms. Weare persuaded that his 
instructions will be indelibly engraven on 
the memories of thousands who listened 
to his discourse. Firm and unwavering 
in his principles, he has ever been the 
advocate of sterling integrity, righteous- 
a and when we saw him 
exerting all his energies to impress u 
the of the the 
of: dhe thing, adverse’, 
minded us of the sayings of one of the 
= th i i bo 
y in the great con- 
MEGA. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
(Continued from page 54.) 

I obeyed, I returned back to my father 
in the field and rehearsed the whole mat- 
ter to him. He replied to me that it was 
of God, and to go and do as commanded 
by the m I left the field and 
went to the place where the 
had told me the plates were deposited, 
and owing to the distinctness of the vision 
which I had concerning it, I knew 
the place the instant that I arrived there. 
Convenient to the vi of Manchester, 
Ontario county, New York, stands a hill 
of considerable size, and the most elevat- 
ed of any in the neighbourhood. On the 
west side of this hill, not far from the 
top, under a stone of considerable size, 
lay the plates deposited in a stone box ; 
this stone was thick and rounding in the 
middle on the upper side, and thinner 
towards the so that the middle 
of it was visible above the ground, but 
the edge all round was covered with 
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earth. Having removed the earth and 
obtained a lever which I got fixed under 
the edge of the stone, and with a little 
exertion raised it up; I looked in, and 
there indeed did I behold the plates, the 
Urim and Thummim, and the breast- 
late as stated by the m . The 
carte which y lay was formed by 
laying stones er in some kind of 
cement. In the of the box were 
laid two stones crossways of the box, and 
on these stones lay the plates and the 
other things with . I made an at- 
tempt to take them out, but was forbid- 
den by the messenger, and was again in- 
formed that the time for bringing them 
forth had not yet arrived, neither would 
until four years from that time; but he 
told me that I should come to that place 
precisely in one — from that time, and 
that he would meet with me, and 
that I should continue to do so until the 
time should come for obtaining the plates. 
Accordingly as I had been commanded, 
I went at the end of each year, and at 
each time I found the same messenger 
there, and received instruction and intel- 
ligence from inter- 
views respecting what the was goin 
to do, and cabendl in what whet his 
kin was to be conducted in the last 
days. As my father’s worldly circum- 
stances were very limited, we were un- 
der the necessity of labouring with our 
hands, hiring by day's work and other- 
wise as we could get opportunity ; some- 
times we were at home and sometimes 
abroad, and by continued labour were 
enabled to get a comfortable mainte- 
nance. | 
In the 1824 my father’s family 
met with a great affliction by the death of 
my eldest brother Alvin. the month 
October, 1825, I hired with an old gentle- 
man, by the name of Josiah Stoal, who 
lived in Che county, State of New 
York. He heard something of a 
silver mine having been opened by the 
Spaniards in Harmony, Susquehannah 
county, State of Pennsylvania, and had, 


ious to my hiring with him, been 
digging, in o er if possible, to discover 
the mine. After I went to live with 
him he took me among the rest of his 
hands to dig for the silver mine, at which 
I continued to work for nearly a month 


without success in our undertaking, and 
eman 
to cease digging after it. Hence arose 


| 
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the v valent of my havi 
ing the time that I was thus em- 
oyed, | was put to board witha Mr. 
Hale, of that place; it was there 
that I first saw my wife (his daughter) 
Emma Hale. On the 18th of January, 
1827, we were married, while yet I was 

— in the service of Mr. Stoal. 
wing to my still continuing to assert 
that I had seen a vision, tion still 
followed me, and my wife’s father’s fa- 
mily were very much to our 
ing married. I was therefore under 
the necessity of taking her elsewhere, so 
we went and were married at the house 
of Squire Tarbill, in South Bainbridge, 
Chenango county, New York. Imme- 
diately after my marriage, I left Mr. 
Stoal’s, and went to my father’s and far- 

med with him that season. 

Atl the time arrived for obtain- 
ing the plates, the Urim and Thummim, 
and the maT gs On the 22d day of 
September, 1827, havi ne as usual 
at the end of castiendaens +0 the place 
where they were deposited; the same 
heavenly messenger delivered them up 
to me with this c that I should be 
responsible for them; that if I should 
let them go carelessly or through any 
neglect of mine, I should be cut off; but 
that if I es = my uot to 
preserve them, until he, messenger, 
— call for them, they should be pro- 


I soon found out the reason why I had 
received such strict charges to keep them 
safe, and why it was that the messenger 
had said, that when I had done what was 
required at my hand, he would call for 
them ; for no sooner was it known that 
I had them, than the most strenuous ex- 
ertions were used to get them from me ; 
every em that could be invented 
was reso to for that ; the 
persecution became more bitter and se- 
vere than before, and multitudes were 
on the alert continually to get them from 
me if possible; but by wisdom of 
God they remained safe in my hands, 
until I had accomplished by them what 
was required at my — when, — 
ing to arrangements, the messen 
for them, I delivered them =e him, 
and he has them in his until this 

day, being the 2nd day of May, 1838. 
excitement however still contin- 
ued, and rumour with her thousand 
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tengues was all the time in 


and about myself. If I were to relate a 
thousandth of them, it would fill up 


volumes. e tion however be- 
came so intolerable that I was under the 
necessity of leaving Manchester, and 
going with my wife to 8 


usquehannah 
county, in the State of Pennsylvania: 
to start (being very poor 
and persecution so heavy upon us 
that there was no probability we 
would ever be otherwise), in the midst of 
our afflictions we found a friend in a 
gentleman by the name of Martin Harris, 
who came to us and gave me dollars 
to assist us in our afflictions. . Har- 
ris was a resident of Palmyra township, 
Wayne county, in the State of New 
York, and a farmer of respectability. B 
this timely aid was I enabled to reac 
the place of my destination in Pennsyl- 
vania, and immediately after my arrival 
there, I commenced copying the charac- 
ters of the plates. I copied a consider- 
able number of them, and by means of 
the Urim and Thummim I translated 
some of them, which I did between the 
time I arrived at the house of my wife’s 
father in the month of December, and the 
February following. Some time in this 
month of February, the aforementioned 
Mr. Martin Harris came to our place, 
got the characters which I had drawn off 
the plates, and started with them to the 
city of New York. For what took place 
relative to him and the characters, I refer 
to his own account of the circumstances 
as he related them to me after his return, 
which was as follows. “I went to the 
city of New York, and presented the 
characters which had been translated, 


with the translation thereof, to professor 


Anthony, a gentleman celebrated for his 
literary attainments. Professor Antho- 
ny stated that the translation was correct, 
more so than any he had before seen 
translated from the Egyptian. I then 
showed him those which were not yet 
translated, and he said that they were 
Egyptian, Chaldaic, Assyriac, and Ara- 


certificate and put it into my pocket, and 
was just leaving the house, when Mr, 


characters. He gave me a ae 
certifying to the people of Palmyra 
they were true and that the 
translation of such of them as had been 
translated was also correct. I took the 
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Anthony called me back, and asked me 
how the man found out that there 
were gold plates in the place were he 
found them. I answered that an angel 
of God had revealed it unto him. 

He then said to me, let me see that 
certificate, I aecordingly took it out of 
my pocket and gave it to him, when he 
took it and tore it to pieces, saying that 
there was no such thing now as minister- 
ing of angels, and that if I would bring 
the plates to him, he would translate 
them. I informed him that part of the 
lates were sealed, and that I was -for- 
idden to bring them, he replied “ I can- 
not read a sealed book.” I left him and 
went to Dr. Mitchell who sanctioned 


Mr. Harris having returned from this 
tour, he left me and went home to Pal- 
myra, arranged his affairs and returned 
again to my house about the 12th of 
April, 1828, and commenced writing for 


mim ifhe might not doso. I did enquire, 
and the answer was that he must not. 
However he was not satisfied with this 
answer, and desired that I should enquire 
again. I did so, and the answer was as 
before. Still he could not be contented, 


wife. In accordance with this last an- 
swer, I ired of him that he should 
bind him in a covenant to me in the 
most solemn manner, that he would not 
do otherwise than had been directed. 
He did so. He bound himself as I re- 


way. 
i 


restrictions which he had been laid un- 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 4 


der, and the solemnity of the covenant 
which he had made with me, he did 

ey em awa 
been nor obtained 
back again unto this day. 

In the meantime, while Martin Harris 
was gone with the writings, I went to 
visit my father’s family, at Manchester. 
I continued there for a short season and 
then returned to my place in Pennsyl- 
vania. Immediately after my return 
home I was walking out a little distance, 
when, behold, the former heavenly mes- 
senger ap and handed to me the 
Urim and Thummim again (for it had 
been taken from me in consequence of 
my having wearied the Lord in asking 
for the privilege of letting Martin Har- 
ris take the writings which he lost by 
transgression), and I inquired of the 
Lord through them, and obtained the 
following revelation :— 


Revelation to Joseph Smith, Jun., given July, 1828, 
concerning certain manuscripts on the first part 
of the Book of Mormon, which had been taken from 
the possession of Martin Harris. 

1, The works, and the designs, and the pur- . 
poses of God cannot be frustrated, neither can 
they come to nought, for God doth not walk in 
crooked paths; neither doth he turn to the right 
hand nor to the left; neither doth he vary from 
that which he hath said; therefore his paths are 
strait and his course is one eternal round. 

2. Remember, remember, that it is not the work 
of God that is frustrated, but the work of men ; for 
although a man may have many revelations, and 
have power to do many mighty works, yet, if he 
boasts in his own strength, and sets at nought the 
counsels of God, and follows after the dictates of 
his own will and carnal desires, he must fall and 
incur the vengeance of a just God upon him. 

3. Behold, you have been intrusted with these 
things, but how strict were your commandments ; 
and remember, also, the promises which were 
made to you, if you did not transgress them; and 
behold, how oft you have transgressed the com- 
mandments and the laws of God, and have gone on 
in the persuasions of men; for behold, you should 
not have feared man more than God, although 
men set at nought the counsels of God, and des- 
pise his words, yet you should have been faithful 
and he would have extended his arm, and sup- 
ported you against all the fiery darts of the adver- 
sary, and he would have been with you in every 
time of trouble. 

4. Behold thou art Joseph, and thou wast cho- 
sen to do the work of the Lord, but because of 
transgression, if thou art not aware thou wilt fall ; 
but remember God is merciful, therefore repent 
of that which thou hast done, which is contrary to 
the commandment which I gave you, and thou 
art stil] chosen, and art again called to the work; 


what professor Anthony had said res- 
pecting both the characters and the 
translation. 
which we continued until the 14th of 
June following, by which time he had 
written 116 pages of manuscript on 
foolscap paper. Some time after Mr. 
Harris had begun to write for me, he 
began to teaze me to give him liberty to 
carry the writings home and shew them ; 
and desired of me that I would enquire 
of the Lord 7 the Urim and Thum- 
ut insisted that I should inquire once 
| more. After much solicitation I again 
enquired of the Lord, and permission was 
| granted him to have the writings on cer- 
: tain conditions, which were that he show 
them only to his brother Preserved Har- 
ris, his own wife, his father and his 
| mother, and a Mrs. Cobb, a sister to his 
| 
| 
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except thou do this, thou shalt be delivered up 
and become as other men, and have no more gift. 

5. And when thou deliveredst up that which 
God had given thee sight and power to translate, 
thou deliveredst up that which was sacred into 
the hands of a wicked man, who has set at nought 
the counsels of God, and has broken the most sa- 
cred promises which were made before God, and 
has depended upon his own judgment and boasted 
in his own wisdom ; and this is the reason that thou 
hast lost thy privileges for a season, for thou hast 
suffered the counsel of thy director to be trampled 
upon from the beginning. 

6. Nevertheless my work shall go forth, for in- 
asmuch asthe knowledge of a Saviour has come 
unto the world, through the testimony of the Jews, 
even so shall the knowledge of a Saviour come 
unto my people, and to the Nephites, and the Ja- 
cobites, and the Josephites, and the Zoramites, 
through the testimony of their fathers; and this 
testimony shall come to the knowledge of the 
Lamanites, and the Lemuelites, and the Ishmael. 
ites, who dwindled in unbelief because of the ini- 
quity of their fathers, whom the Lord has suffered 
to destroy their brethren, the Nephites, because of 
their iniquities and their abominations; and for 
this very purpose are these plates preserved which 
contain these records, that the promises of the 
Lord might be fulfilled, which he made to his 
people; and that the Lamanites might come to the 
knowledge of their fathers, and that they might 
know the promises of the Lord; and that they 
may believe the gospel, and rely upon the merits 
of Jesus Christ, and be glorified through faith in 
his name, and that through their repentance they 
might be saved. Amen. 


JOHN C. BENNETT. 
From the “ Times and Seasons.” 

At a meeting of the citizens of the city 
of Nauvoo, held in said city, at the meet- 
ing d, July 22d, 1842, Orson Spen- 
cer, Esq., was called to the chair, and 
Gustavus. Hills was appointed clerk. 

The meeting was called to order by 
the chairman, who stated the object of 
the meeting to be to obtain an expres- 
sion of the public mind in reference to 
the reports gone abroad, calumniating 
the character of president Joseph Smith. 

Gen. Wilson Law then rose and pre- 
sented the following resolution. 

Resolved—“ That having heard that 
John ©. Bennett was circulating many 
base falsehoods ing a number of 
the citizens of Nauvoo, and especially 


our worthy and mayor, 
oseph Smith, hereby manifest to 
the world, that so far as we are acquaint- 
. ed with Joseph Smith we know him to 
be a good, moral, virtuous, peaceable and 
iotic man, and.a firm supporter of 

W, justice, and equal rights; he at 


. tection in our 


103 


all times upholds and keeps inviolate the 
constitution of this State and of the 
United States.” 

ution ado a concourse 0 
citizens, naw ded somewhere about a 
thousand men. wo or three voted in 
the negative. ° 

Elder Orson Pratt then rose and 
at some in explanation of his ne- 
gative vote. President Joseph Smith 
spoke in reply. 

ion to Elder Pratt.—“ Have 
you personally a knowl of any im- 
moral act in me toward the female sex, 
or in any other way ?” 

Answer by Elder O. Pratt.—*“ Per- 
sonally, toward the female sex, I have 
not.” 

Elder O. Pratt responded at some 
an ay Elder B. Young then spoke in 
reply, and was followed by elders W. 
Law, H. ©. Kimball, and president H. 
Smith. Several others spoke bearing 
testimony of the iniquity of those who 
had calumniated president J. Smith’s 
character. 

Meeting adjourned for one hour. - 

P.M. ae assembled pursvant to 
adjournment and was called to order by 
the chairman. 

A petition was then received from a 
committee appointed by the city council 
for the reception, approbation, and sig- 
natures of the citizens es peti- 

inois for 


tioning the governor of 
e rights, which 
was read, approved, and signed by 8000 
persons. 
The “ Ladies’ Relief Society,” also 
drew up a petition - by about 1000 
ladies, te = in highest terms of 
the virtue, philanthropy, and benevolence 
of J mith ; begging that he might 
not be injured, and that they and their 
families might en- 
joying their peaceable ts. i- 
also drawn up by many 


in and near Nauvoo, who were not Mor- 
mons, setting forth the same things. 


Affidavit of the City Council. 

We, the undersigned, members of the 
city — of the city of Nauvoo, testify 
that J C. Bennett was not under 
duress at the time that he testified before 
the city council, ae, 19th, 1842, con- 
cerning Joseph Smith’s innocence, vir- 
tue, and pureteaching. The statements 


" 
— 
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that he has lately made this 
matter are false; there was no excite- 
ment at the time, nor was he in an wise 


threatened, menaced, or intimi ; his 


; he asked the privilege of ; 
w ted ing for 
some time on the city affairs, Joseph 
Smith asked him if he knew any thing 
bad concerning his public or private 
character ; hethen delivered those state- 
ments contained in the testimony volun- 
tarily and of his own free will, and went 
of his own accord as free as any member 
of the council. 

We do further testify that there is no 
such thing as a Danite society in this 
city, nor any combination other than the 
Masonic lodge, of which we have any 
knowledge. 

msox Law Geo. A. SmitH 
Joun Tartor G. W. Harris 
W.Wooprvurr N.K. 


V. B. Youne 
C. C. 
J.P. Green O. SPENCER 


Margs. 
Subscribed and sworn to by the per- 
sons whose names to the foregoing 
affidavit, this 20th day of July, 1842, ex- 
N. K. Whitney, who subscribed and 


oe this day, before 
me, D. H. 


Justice of Peace within and for 
Hancock county, Illinois. 


Affidavit of Hyrum Smith. 
- On the 17th day of May, 1842, having 
been made acquainted with some of the 
conduct of J. OC. Bennett, which was 
G. W. Harris, by several females 
who testified that John C. Bennett en- 
plished his decigns by saying it was right 
i i y saying it was ri 

which was to be revealed when the 
wots strong enough in the faith to 
such mysteries—that it was per- 
fectly right to have illicit intercourse 
with females, providing no one knew it 
but themselves—vehemently trying them 
from day to day to yield to his passions, 
witnesses of his own clan to 
ify that there were such revelations 
and such commandments, and that it was 
‘of God; also stating that he would be 
responsible for their sins, if there were 
any, and that he would give them medi- 
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him that. privilege as I was 


cine to abortions | in; 
should pregnant. 
ten n in hi capacity 
whilst that he made 
to her of a similar nature. 
e told her that he wished her husband 
was dead, and that if he was dead he 
marry and clear out with 
e also begged her ission to give hi 
medicine to that effect. He did try to 
give him medicine, but he would not 
take it. Onin ting her what she 
thought.of such teaching, she replied 
she was sick at the time, and had to be 
lifted in and out of her bed like a child. 
Many other acts as criminal were report- 
ed to me at thetime. On becoming ac- 
quainted gvith these facts, I was deter- 
mined to prosecute him and bring him 
to justice. Some person knowing my 
determination having informed him of 
it, he sent tome W. Law and B. Young 
to request an interview with me and to 
see if there could not be a reconciliation 
made. I told them I thought there 
could not be, his crimes were so heinous, 
but told them I was willing to see him : 
he immediately came to see me, he beg- 
ged of me to forgive him this once, and 
not te him and expose him; he 
said he was guilty, and did acknowledge 
the crimes that were alleged against 
him ; he seemed to be sorry that he had 
committed such acts and wept much, 
and desired that it might not be made 
oe for it would ruin him for ever. 
e wished me to wait, but I was deter- 
mined to bring him to justice and de- 
clined listening to his entreaties ; he then 
wished me to wait until he could have 
an interview with the Masonic fraternity, 
he also wanted an interview with brother 
J . He wished to know from me 
if I would forgive him and desist from 
my intentions, 4 he could ee their 
iveness, and requested the privil 
of an interview 
as 
master pro tem. at that time; he also 
wished an interview first with brother 
Joseph ; at that.time brother Joseph was 
ing the yard from the house to the 
store, he immediately came to the store 
and met Dr. Bennett on the — 
reached out his hand to brother Joseph 
and said, i 
at the time. e said, brother J . 
am guilty; I acknowledge: it, and I beg 


| 
| 


tary pro tem. for the Nauvoo lodge, U.D. 
W. Clayton gave him paper, pen and ink, 
and he seo at the desk and wrote the 
following article, which was published 
in the 11th number of The , and 
sworn to and subscribed before Daniel 
H. Wells, alderman, on the 17th of May, 
1842. He called in brother Joseph, and 
read it to him and asked him if that 
woulddo? Hesaidit would. He then 
swore to it as before menti The 
article was as follows: 
State of Illinois, 
ed me, D H. Wells, an alder- 
man of said city of Nauvoo, John C. 
Bennett, who being duly sworn accord- 
ing to law, deposeth and saith, that he 
never was taught any thing in the least 
contrary to the strictest principles of the 
gos l, or of virtue, or of the laws of 
or man, under any occasion, either 
directly or indi , in word or deed, 
by Joseph Smith; and that he never 
knew the said Smith to countenance any 
im conduct whatever, either in 
public or private; and that he never did 
teach illegal illicit 
intercourse with females was, under “sp 
circumstances, justifiable, and that 
never knew him so teach others. 
Joun OC. Bennett. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 

this 17th day of May, 1842. 
Danie, H. Wes, Alderman. 
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vened the Masonic lod 
four o’clock, p.m. e then came into 
the lodge, es of a similar nature 
were preferred against him. He admit- 


ted were true in the presence of 
about sixty in number. He arose and 
privilege of speaking to the 

; he acknowledged his wicked- 
ness, for the brethren to for- 
give still longer, and called God and 


angels to witness that he never would be 
gay of the like crimes again—he would 
y his hand on the bible and sware that 
he would not be guilty of such crimes. 
He seemed to be very penitent and w 
much; his penitence excited sympathy 
in the minds of the brethren, and they 
withdrew the charge for the time being, 
until he could be heard on other = 
which had been preferred against him by 
members of the Pickaway lodge, Ohio, 
= the communications of the 
master, A. Jonas. After this we 
ound him to be an Mason, in 
consequence of his conduct, from 
the Pickaway lodge in Ohio.. The cir- 
cumstances and documents were men- 
tioned in the 11th number of The Wasp, 
signed by George Miller, master of Nau- 
voo lodge, under dispensation, and reads 
as follows :— 
Notice.—To all whom it may concern, 
Greeting. 
Whereas, John Cook Bennett, in the 


fraternity as a regular Mason in 
standing; and v- 
that he, said Bennett, was an 
Mason, we therefore publish to the 
Masonic world, the ve facts, that he 
the said Bennett, may not impose him- 
self upon the fraternity of Masons. 
editors who are friendly to the 
fraternity of free and acce ancient 
York Masons will please insert the above. 


. Master. 
Nauvoo Lodge, under Di i 
Still, after all this, we found hi 
similar crimes again, and it was 
to our ion that he was conspir- 


JOHN BENNETT. 
of you not to expose me, for it will ruin During all this intercourse I was 
replied—Doctor, why are sent with him, and there were 
ou ae Be. Cones to carry on your used nor harshness, every thing was as 
Hellish wick ? Have I ever taught rT ees be under existing cir- 
fornication and . I then immediately con- 
ight, or polygamy, or any such practices 
Ho you never al. Did I ever teach 
you any thing that was not virtuous— 
that was ag Sager either in public or 
private? He said you neverdid. Did 
you ever know pe not virtuous or 
unrighteous in my uct or actions at 
any time, either in public or in private ? 
He said I did not. Are you willing to 
make oath to this before an alderman of 
the city? He said I am willing to do 
so. Joseph said, Doctor, go into my 
office, iat write what you can in con- 
science subscribe your name to, and I 
will be satisfied. I will, he said, and 
went into the office, and I went with 
him and he requested pen and ink and 
paper of Mr. Clayton, who was acting 
clerk in that office, and was also secre- 
organization of the Nauvoo lodge, under 
di Den ion, med himself upon the 
against the peace and safety of the 
fiom of this state. After learning | 
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these facts we exposed him to the 
lic. He then immediately left the p 
blood of many citizens of this place. 
Previous to this last disclosure the hand 
_ of fellowship was withdrawn from him, 
May 11th, 1842, by the first dency, 
six days previous to the time e pretend 
ed to withdraw from the church, which 
you will see published in the Times and 
Seasons, June 15th, 1842. I was also 
present at the time when he gave this 
testimony before the city council, as 
printed in the Times and Seasons, July 
lst 


I know he was not under duress at 
the time, for his testimony was given free 
and voluntarily, after Pe oat the pri- 
vileges of the council to (which 
was granted him) on matters pertaining to 
the city ordinances. While speaking or 
before he took his seat, he was requested 
by the mayor of the city, Joseph Smith, 
to state to the council if he knew aught 
agen him, and he replied according to 

e above. 

tercourse Wi in the preparation 
room on the 17th da » as he stated in 
his letter as printed the Sangamo 
_ Jowrnal, for the | was convened on 
that day, and I had the keys of the doors 
in my possession from seven o’clock a.m., 
until six o'clock p.m., and it was when 
the lodge called off for refreshment 
during recess, that I had the interview 
with kim, at which time he wrote the 
affidavit and subscribed it in my pre- 
sence; and I was with him during the 
whole time from his first coming to me 
until he signed it, and until the lodge 
covened again at four o’clock. 

Hyrum 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, 


Alderman of the city of Nauvoo. 


Affidavit of W. Law. 

As John C. Bennett has become our 
open enemy, and is ed in circula- 
ting falsehoods of the blackest character, 
I deem it a duty to make the following 
statement of facts. 

John ©. Bennett states, in the San- 

Journal, thatthe withdrawal of the 
| of fellowship by the first presi- 
dency and the twelve, was after he had 
withdrawn from the church. I presume 


JOHN ©. BENNETT, 


for I hereb ratify nig. the 
or testify tI si e 
ta quation bef 

withdrew. I believe it was on the eve- 
ning of the 11th day of May. 
or five days afterwards 1 had some con- 


80 
he had done , that he would not 


me that he would turn from his iniqui 
and never would be guilty 
i . He said that if he were 
exposed it would break his mother’s 
heart—that she was old, and if such 
ears it would bri 
accordingly went to Joseph Smith an 
pleaded with him to spare Bennett from 
_— exposure on account of his mother. 
guilt andi hag. not to be 
his guilt, 
stroyed in the eyes atthe public, and 
that he would never act so again, “so 
_- him, God.” From such promises 
and oath, I was induced to bear with 
him longer than I should have done. 
On one occasion I heard him state be- 
fore the city council, that Joseph Smith 
had never taught him any unrighteous 


mated to him that such a thing was con- 
cluded upon, which intimation, I pre- 
sume, led him to withdraw immediately. 
I told him we could not bear with his 
conduct any longer, that there were 
many witnesses against him, and that 
they stated that he gave president Joseph 
Smith as authority for his illicit in- 
tercourse with females. J. ©. Bennett 
declared to me, before God, that Joseph 
Smith had never taught him such doc- 
| trines, and that he never told any one 
that he (Joseph Smith) had taught an 
such things, and that any op whe said 
Joseph Smith’s name to 
is designs on an he 
had no need of that, for that he could 
succeed without telling them that Joseph 
approbated such conduct. 

These statements he made to me of 
his own free will, in a private conversa- 
tion which we had on the subject; there 
was no compulsion or threats used on 
my part; we had always been on good 
terms, and I regretted exceedingly that 
he had taken such a course. He pleaded 
with me to intercede for him, i 

July 23rd, 1842. 
G. W. Harris, 


feared his name would be brought into 

question. He entreated me to go to the 

council and prevent his name from being 

brought forward, as, said he, “ I am not 

on trial, and I do not want my mother 

to hear of these things, for she is a 
oman.” 


w 

I would further state that I do know, 
from the amount of evidence which 
stands against J. CO. Bennett, and from 
his own acknowledgements, that he is a 
most corrupt, base, and vile man; and 
that he has published many base false- 
hoods since we withdrew the hand of 
fellowship from him. 

About the time that John C. Bennett 
was brought before the Masonic lodge, 
he came to me and desired that I would 

o in company with B. Young to Hyrum 
Smith, and entreat of him to spare him; 
that he wished not to be exposed—that 
he wanted to live as a private citizen, 
and would cease from all his folly, &c. 
I advised him to go to Texas, and when 
he returned, if he would behave well we 
would reinstate him. He said he had 
no means to take him to Texas, and still 
insisted on B. Young and myself to in- 
tercede for him. . Law. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
a justice of the peace within and for the 
county: of Hancock, State of Illinois, 
July 20th, 1842, H. WeEtis. 


State of Illinois, 


County of Hancosk.} I hereby cer- 


tify, that on the 17th day of May last, 
John C. Bennett subscri and swore 
to the affidavit over my signature of 

he Wasp; 


that date, and published in 
after writing my presence, 
in the office where I was employed in 
taking depositions of witnesses. 

eh the room was open and free for 
all, or any person to pass or repass. 
After lenieg and being qualified to the 
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aforesaid, uested to speak 

with me at the door, I followed him out; 
he told me some persons had been lying 
about him, and shewed me,a writing 
granting him the privilege to withdraw 
the church, and remarked that the 


there heard him say 
what has been published concerning the 
teachings of Joseph Smith, and of his 
own course. I afterwards met him in 


meaning 
the legislature) and Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith im; said, “you 
know it will be for me not to be 
bothered with mayor’s office, legion, 
Mormon, or any thing else.” i 
all this time, if he was under duress or 
fear, he must have had a faculty 
for concealing it, for he was at liberty 
to go and come when and where he 
pleased, so far as I am capable of judg- 
ing. I know that I saw him in differ. 
er ge of the city, even after he had 
e the statements, transacting busi- 
ness as usual, and said he was going to 
complete some. business pertaining to the 
mayor's office, and I think did attend to 
on streets. 
was always personally friendly with 
him after I with 
him.. I never heard him say -— 
d tory to the character of — 
Smith until after he had been exposed 
by said Smith, on the public stand in 
auvoo. D. H. 
July 22, 1842. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, 
a justice of the in and for the 
city of Nauvoo, in said county, this 22nd 
day of os 1842, 
ustavus Hits. (L. 8.) 
J. P. & Alderman. 


The whole ofthese affidavits are given 
gentlemen of the respectabilit 
ionable character, and of 


un 
* Daniel H. W is an old resident 


JOHN C. BENNETT. | 
princi of any kind, and that if an 
one cd he ever said that 
taught such things they are base liars, or 
words to that effect. This statement 
he made voluntarily, he came into the 
council room about an hour after the 
council opened, and made the statement, matter was perfectly understood between 
not under duress, but of his own free him and the heads of the church, and . 
will, as many witnesses can testify. that he had resigned the mayor’s office, 
a occasion he came tome and should resign the office he held 
and me that a friend of his was in the legion; but as there was a 
about to be tried by the high council, court martial to be held in a few days, 
for the crime of adultery, and that he Joseph Smith desired that he would 
wait until that was over. 
I was in the : council on the 19th 
ew ony with Col. Francis M. Higbee ; 
he then stated that he was going to be 
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known reputation and veracity, and can 
of course be relied upon; and what 
light do they represent Bennett in, but 
that of a perjured wretch, a graceless 
v a mean, vascillating, un- 
principled villain, and a disgrace to hu- 
man society? and if their testimonies, 
and the testimony of the city council 
cannot be relied upon ; then, indeed, are 
we in a poor case—corrupt, fallen, and 
dishonoured. But John C. Bennett is 
not the man to prove us 80; we must 
have different testimony to his and that 
of his partners in crime, to convict us 
of evil. 

As John C. Bennett and the San- 
gamo Journal have called upon several 
persons in this city, to come out and 
make disclosures relative to the things 
‘about which they have been writing, 
they have responded to the call and 
publish the following :— 

Certificate of Elias and F. M. Higbee. 

Mr. Editor, Sir—From a perusal of 
the St. Louis I find from an ar- 
ticle signed J. C. Bennett, stating that 
all who are friends to Mr. Joseph Smith 
he considers his enemies. As a matter 
of .course then, I must be one, for I am, 
and have been for a long time, the per- 
sonal friend of Joseph Smith; and I 
or known any thi i i at 
should It is true 
many reports have been and are put in 
circulation by his enemies for political 
or religious effect, that upon investi 
tion are like the dew before the mo 
sun—they vanish away because there 

no real substance in them. 

 QOould Dr. Bennett expect any man 

uainted with all the circumstances 
an were develo- 

’ and from abroad, respect- 
Ig his conduct and character, previous 
to eaving this place, for one moment to 
believe him—I answer, NO! he could 
not; and all his affidavits that came 
from any person entitled to credit (I say 
entitled to credit, because some are 
who are not entitled to credit, as Dr. 
Bennett very well knows), are in amount 


nothing at all when summed up, and 
render no person worthy of death or 


F. M. Higbee’s knowledge i 
the murder of a prisoner in Missouri, 
am authorized to say by F. M. Higbee, 


JOHN C. BENNETT. 


that he knows of no such thing—that 
no prisoner was ever killed in uri, 
to the best of his knowledge. And I 
also bear the same testimony, that there 
never was any prisoner killed there, 
neither were we ever with any 
such thing, ing to the best of my 
recollection. HIGBEE. 


July 22, 1842. 

This is to certify that I do Ww 
of the murder of any prisoner in Mi 
souri, as above alluded to. 

F. M. 

July 22, 1842. 


Certificate of Miss Pamela M. Michael. 
Nawvoo, July 25, 1842. 

Inasmuch as J. C. Bennett has refer- 
red the people me 
against oseph Smith, e 
this opportunity to state before the pub- 
lic that I know nothing derogatory to 
his character, either as a christian or a 
moral man. 

Mr. Bennett made use of my name 
without my sume or consent. 

. M. Micwag.. 


Certificate of Sidney Rigdon. 

As their seems to be some foolish 
notions that I have been ed with 
J. ©. Bennett in the difficulties between 
him and some of the citizens of this 
place, I merely say in reply to such idle 
and vain reports that they are without 
foundation and truth. , 

Sipney Riapon. 


Certificates of William and Henry 
Marks. 
upon me, e amo 
Journal, to come out and soutien the 
gtatements which he has made concern- 
ing Joseph Smith and others, I take this 
opportunity of — to the public, that 
I know many of his statements to be 
oO ng of a and corrupt 
the least shadow of truth ;— 
and further, that he has used my name 
without my permission. I believe him — 
who pays no to the principles 
truth or righteousness, and is ionweuth 
the confidence of a just community. i 
would further state that I know of no 
order in the church which admits of a 
plurality of wives, and do not believe 


+ 


nie Latter-day Saints, and in 
oseph Smith, is unshaken. 
MARKs. 
Nawoo0, July 26, 1842. 
Inasmuch as the Sangamo Journal 
has called upon me to comé out and 


make an against Joseph Smith ; 
this is to certi that I know nothing 
derogatory to the character of Josep 


Smith, neither in a religious or a moral 
point of view, and that Dr. Bennett and 
the Journal used my name without my 
knowl or consent ; and further, that 
I believe Dr. Bennett to bea bad man 
and unworthy of public confidence. 


Henry MARES. 
Nawvoo, July 28, 1842. 


Mr. Bennett seems to place very much 
confidence in the veracity, in , and 
honour of the above individuals, we 
hope that he will now believe their 
testimony. 


Che Millennial Star. 
October 10, 1842. 


FAREWELL ADDRESS TO OUR READERS 
AND PATRONS. 


Brethren and Friends,—As Iam about 
to take leave of the Stak, and give it to 
the management of others, I feel it ne- 
cessary to make a few remarks suited to 
the occasion. 

This publication was undertaken two 
years and six months since, by the ap- 
pointment and sanction of the Saints in 
this country. Since that time I have la- 
boured dilligently, as far as a pressure of 
other duties would admit, to render it 
a useful and interesting periodical. I 
have published the principles of the Lat- 
ter-day Saints, together with a choice 
selection of the most interesting items of 
news in relation to the progress of these 
principles among men. 

I have also endeavoured at all times to 
defend the cause of truth, and to ward 
off the arrows of envy and slander which 
have been hurled at the children of light 
by the strong arm of thousands who 
speak evil of things they understand not. 
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I have also endeavoured to publish a 
faithful record of the judgments, signs, 
and wonders which have been 
in fulfilment of the words of the pro- 
phets. How far I have succeeded in these 
endeavours, I leave for my readers to de- 
termine, and for the fruits to bear wit- 
ness. I felt great satisfaction in a re- 
view of my editorial course: I feel my 
conscience clear, and a secret whisper- 
ing within, that I have done my duty~ 
faithfully before God. | 

I also feel to rejoice in the success 
which has attended the efforts of the 
servants of God in this country in the 
publication of truth. At the commence- 
ment of the Star, the Saints in Europe 
numbered less than two thousands, they 
now number near ten thousands, besides 
thousands who have emigrated to a dis- 
tant land. This, surely, is a great tri- 
umph of the truth, when we take into 
consideration the prejudice and opposi- 
tion which we have had to encounter. 
Surely the Star has stood forth as a 
beacon on a hill, as a lonely lamp amid 
surrounding darkness, to light the weary 
pilgrim on his toilsome journey, and to 
kindle up the dawn of a day of glory, 
when the effulgent beams of the sun of 
righteousness shall shine forth as the 
morning, and dispel the misty vapours 
which, like a gloomy cloud, have for ages 
hovered over the pathway of mortals. 

Though I now take leave of the edito- 
rial department, and withdraw from the 
shores of Europe, yet I have the satisfac- 
tion of leaving the Stark to shine among 
you in its full glory, being conducted by 
one who has a willing heart and a ready 
pen, and one who, I hope, will be so 
aided by his patrons and by Divine fa- 
vour, as to be able to conduct it with 
effect, till its feeble rays shall be lost 
amid the effulgence of the rising morn. 

I now return my sincere thanks to all 
our agents and patrons, and to all who 
have in any way contributed to our as- 
sistance in this great and good work; 
and I pray that the blessings of Ged may 


EDITORIAL REMARKS. 
that Joseph Smith ever taught such a 
doctrine; and further, that my faith in 
the doctrines of the church of Jesus 


_ fall of compassion 
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rest upon them and upon the thousands 
who may hereafter peruse this work.— 
May the blessings of God abundantly rest 
upon my successor, elder THomas W ARD, 
and upon his labours; and I now take 
leave of my readers and patrons with an 
earnest request that I may be remem- 
bered in their prayers, and that they will 
render every assistance to brother W agp, 
and all who shall hereafter be appointed 
to edit or publish the Star. 


TO THE SAINTS IN EUROPE. 
Dear Brethren and Sisters,—I must 
now take leave of you for a season, as 
duty calls me home. I have laboured 


among you in the ministry between two 
and three years, and for the last eighteen 


months (since the departure of the rest. 


of the twelve) I have had the more par- 
ticular presidency of the church in Eu- 
rope, and as one of old said, in some mea- 
sure “ the care of all the churches.” 

In this highly responsible trust I have 
endeavoured so serve you ip all things, 
both temporal and spiritual, and to go 
in and out among you in the fear of God, 
exercising judgment, mercy, and charity 
according to the ability which God has 
given me. I have endeavoured to teach 
the to reclaim the transgressor, 
and to warn the wicked ; to comfort the 
feeble-minded, to bind up the broken- 
hearted, and to administer to the poor; 
yea, I have sought dilligently to bring 
about the deliverance of the needy and 
those in distress, and through the mercy 
of God much has been done, though still 
much more remains to be done. 

During my labours in this country I 
have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or 
apparel ; my hands have ministered tothe 
* necessities of myself, family, and féellow- 
labourers in the ministry, and to many of 
the poor and needy; my house has ever 
been open, my table free, and my heart 
ion toward afl men. Al- 


Aagphough in these things I do not desire 
to boast, but to give thanks unto God 
who has enabled me thus todo, and has 


rewarded me abundantly in all things, 


both temporal and spiritual; yet I 
mention these things as a stimulus to 
others, in order to induce them to follow 


my example, wherein I have done my 


As the emigration of numbers of the 
officers and members of different bran- 
ches has in some measure disorganized 
the society in this country, it becomes 

for some further arrangements 
to be made for the government and 
welfare of the churches. 

I therefore recommend and appoint 
elder Tuomas WARD as my successor in 
the office of the General Presidency of 
the Ohurch in Europe, in connexion 
with elders LorENzO Snow and Himam 
CuaRkK. To these persons I commit 
the care and government of the church 
in this country for the present, trusting 
that they will conduct and counsel in all 
things according to the mind of the 
spirit, and according to the counsel 
which shall be given them from Nauvoo 
from time to time, by the quorum of the 
twelve or the first presidency. 

I sincerely hope that the officers and 
members in the several conferences will 
uphold and support these men in their 
high and holy calling, by the prayer of 
faith, and by a willing, submissive, and 
teachable spirit; and in so doing they 
will prosper. 

It will be necessary as soon as con- 
venient, for a General Conference to be 
called for the United Kingdom, and for 
high priests and presiding elders to be 
ordained to fill the several vacancies 
which have or may occur on account of 
emigration or otherwise; and to tran- 
sact all other necessary business for the 
general welfare. 

In regard to the ministry I would 
recommend, and earnestly exhort that 
the first principles of the gospel be fully 
and constantly taught, and the spirit of 
discussion and contention avoided as far 
as possible; for he that hath the spirit 
of contention is not of God, but is of 
the devil. 


EDITORIAL REMARES. 


ITEMS OF NEWS, 


In regard to emigration I would re- 
commend patience as well as persever- 
ance; and that the Saints do not emi- 
grate in haste, leaving their affairs un- 
settled, or their property to be wasted ; 
and above all, pay every man his honest 
due as far as possible. And in regard 
to husbands and wives, we feel bound to 
forbid the separation of one from the 
other in emigrating, either on account 
of poverty or any other cause, Let 
them go together or stay together, live 
together or die together, and let nothing 
separate them from each other during 
so long and tedious a journey. 

And again, husband and wife have 
no right to separate because of one 
being an unbeliever, and those who do 
so will not be justified by this church. 
These have ever been our principles and 
teachings ; but we have received a com- 
munication from the first presidency of 
late on this subject which is very pointed, 
and which will probably appear in the 
next number of the Star. 

Dear Saints,~—-On taking leave of you 
for a season, I take this opportunity to 
assure you before God, to whom we are 
all accountable, That the fulness of the 
gospel is true, that the Book of Mormon 
is true, and that the everlasting cove- 
nant is true, and will stand when hea- 
ven and earth shall pass away. 

I also forwarn you that a great and 
glorious day is at hand for the Saints of 
the Most High, and a terrible day for the 
wicked ; for the Lord will in a few years 
make his arm bare in the eyes of all the 
nations, in the establishing of his cove- 
nant and his gospel in the defence of 
Zion and the redemption of his people ; 
and whosoever will not believe in the 
words of his servants which he has 
chosen in these days will be cut off from 
among the people, as Moses and Christ 
have foretold; and all flesh shall know 
that the Lord God of Israel hath spoken 
and performed. 

I now take a pleasing farewell of the 
Saints, with a firm conviction that I 
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have laboured dilligently and done my 
duty thus far, and I have nothing to re- 
gret but my own weaknesses and imper- 
fections, which I trust you will all be 
willing to forgive, and that God will 
forgive also. 

Please remember me in your prayers, 
and may the Lord Almighty bless you 
all, and preserve us faithful to the end, 
that we may meet again with joy. 
Amen. P. P. Pratt. 


ttems of News. 


Sians OF THE fulfilment 
of the words of —— Moroni, 
575, that the of Mormon should 
come forth at a time when “there shall 
be heard of fires, and and va- 
of smoke in foreign lands,” it has 
Seqeuntly been our lot to record striking 
events of this nature. For instance, the 
burning of the Ex and the Tow- 
er of London,—the awful conflagration 
that consumed so large a portion of the 
city of Hamburgh,—the earthquakes in 
the Island of St. Domingo, in Greece, 
and other places; and now we Gane 
omit to register on our pages the dread- 
ful devastation produced by the late 
great fire in Liverpool, in which it is 
estroyed, not without 
the loss of several lives. In connexion 
with this we add an extract from the 
——* Mercury, of September 30th, 
“ TERRIBLE CONFLAGRATION. — St. 
Petersburgh, 16th.—We have 
received here the melancholy news that 
the part of the city of Kasan has 
been destroyed by fire. It is stated that 
1200 houses (400 of which were of stone, ) 
twelve churches, the extensive ine, 
and the university are reduced to ashes. 
The details have not yet come to hand, 
The second St. Petersburgh Insurance 
Company is a _ loser by this fire. 
The shares which were lately sold at 410 
rubles to 415 rubles, are now sold at 
230 rubles.—Several houses and f 
warehouses with have been de- 
stroyed by fire in the city of Jaroslaff. 
—A letter from Co 21st instant, 
says :—The town of i which 
forms of our district, was, two days 
ago, theatre of a great calamity. 


